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What’s Happening
in the 

Carolinas Branch



From the Chair’s Desk
Episode 10

I have just returned from two weeks at the University of St Andrews Summer School. I completed 

Unit 5, the final step in my training, and am now a Fully Certified Scottish Country Dance Teacher. 

It took five years to complete the process, and along the way I learned some things beyond how 

to be a better teacher.

The RSCDS is like one big family.

One of the things I have come to appreciate most is the sense of community within 

the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society. My tutor was being shadowed by Andrew 

Timmins, who earned his Teacher's Certificate at the same time as Mary McConnell. 

He told me to tell her hello. We are all connected by our enthusiasm for Scottish 

country dancing.

Travelling to dance events makes the world smaller.

I have met dancers and teachers from all over the world. I remember dancing Old 

Nick's Lumber Room for the first time with Claire Cunin. We became immediate 

friends, and a few years later she invited me to join the North American competition 

team.  A few more years and we were fellow candidates at our Unit 5.
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Candidates all now fully certified

Tutor: Eric Finley

Musician: Judith Muir



Learning never really ends.

I have discovered that certification is really the beginning of another stage of 

learning. Every dance presents a new challenge, and every class teaches me more 

about how people learn, how to communicate clearly, and how important it is to be 

patient-with others and with myself.

Five years teaches perseverance.

There were times when completing all five units seemed a long way off.  Life 

happens, schedules change, and some things take longer than expected. 

Sometimes perseverance simply means taking the next step, then the next, and 

continuing to show up.

Scottish country dancing is, of course, about steps, formations, timing, technique, and 

music.  At its heart, it is about people. It asks us to pay attention to one another, 

trust our partners, and work together as a set.

I am most grateful for the journey-the teachers who taught me, the dancers who 

encouraged me, the friends I have made, and the many miles traveled along the way. 

I went to St Andrews to complete my teacher training and came home with 

something much more valuable: a deeper appreciation for the community that 

makes Scottish country dancing so special.
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Congratulations
Caz

On competing your 

Scottish Country Dance Training

The Carolinas Branch Dancers

from



The Carolinas Branch is creating a 20th Anniversary Book of Dances.  Please send submissions to 

Brian Carr at climberbri@gmail.com during the first two weeks of September.  

Dance devisors can contact Michelle Wilcox at 5mmw5a@gmail.com if they are interested in 

commissioning original tunes for the dances they have devised.   Historically the fees have been no 

more than $200.  Michelle will be the go-between for the devisors and whichever musicians they 

prefer.  If there is no preference,  she will try to spread the requests around to different musicians 

that we know and love.

20th Anniversary 

Carolinas Branch Book of Dances
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Asheville Scottish Country Dancers

The Asheville Group is looking for a new location to meet.

We typically meet on Fridays 7:30-9:00pm, but this may change.

For more information, please contact Kate Mathewes 
at

dancingsct@gmail.com  or  828-215-8624

Check us out in our Facebook Group

mailto:dancingsct@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/380179730118073/


Charleston Scottish Country Dancers

We meet Mondays 7:00 – 8:30pm

Studio 149

 149 Westminster Blvd. 

Goose Creek, SC 29445

We also meet the first Sunday 

of every month 

2:30 – 4:00pm unless there is a conflict

Northwoods Community Gym 

8348 Greenridge Rd. 

North Charleston, SC 29406

For more information email us at CharlestonRSCDS@gmail.com 

or text 843-810-7797

Like us on Facebook Charleston Scottish Country Dancers

Our Teachers:

Irene Stancik and Caroline Freeman

Charleston dancers at
World Dance Showcase p/o the North Charleston Arts Fest

mailto:CharlestonRSCDS@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091914045946


Resident Teacher:  Andrew Peterkin 

Classes:   September 3rd through the end of May

                excepting Holidays

When:      Weekly on Thursdays from 6:00-8:30 pm

Where:    Providence United Methodist Church

                 2810 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC 

Cost:       $7 for adults, $3 for students

New dancers and seasoned dancers are welcome.  

If you know of anyone in the Charlotte area who 

would be interested, please let them know about 

the class.

For more information, please email Andrew Peterkin 

abpeterkin@gmail.com

Charlotte Scottish Country Dancers 

mailto:Peterkinabpeterkin@gmail.com


“We are very pleased to welcome Arthur Baum as a new member of our group and to our teaching staff ”

Teachers:  Pam Stephens and Arthur Baum

On Sept. 14, 2026,  we will be dancing on Mondays from 7:00-8:30 PM 
and

returning to our old location at the

 Triangle Dance Studio, 2603 S. Miami Blvd, Durham NC 27703

Durham/Chapel Hill Scottish Country Dancers 

For more info, email us at 

dancescottishdurhamnc@gmail.com or

 call 917-763-2418

 –or-

 find us on Facebook 

Durham Chapel Hill Scottish Country Dancers 

Save the Date 
Saturday Feb. 13, 2027

DCHSCD Valentines Dance

mailto:dancescottishdurhamnc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100093051713019


Greensboro Scottish Country Dancers

For more information email us at gsoscds@gmail.com

or 

check out our website www.gsoscds.org

We meet on  Tuesday nights

Classes resume on September 8th
 

7:30-8:30pm beginners

     7:30–10:00pm members 
    

The Guilford Grange

4909 Guilford School Road

Greensboro, NC 27410

Our Teachers:

Esther Leise   Lead 

Sam Moffitt & Jacquelyn Trost 

RSCDS CTI program

mailto:gsoscds@gmail.com
http://www.gsoscds.org/
http://www.gsoscds.org/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=greensboro%20scottish%20country%20dance


Greenville Scottish Country Dancers

Our teacher is Brian Carr

We continue to meet on Tuesday nights 

at St. James Episcopal Church

6:30pm to 8:30pm 

Find us on        acebook

For more information please 

contact:

Brian Carr  gvillescd@yahoo.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/445445189640933/about
mailto:gvillescd@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/445445189640933/about


Palmetto Scottish Country Dancers

Our Instructors:

Colleen Walker & Jory Fleming

We meet on

Mondays 6:00-8:00pm
at

Eastminster Presbyterian Christian 

Life Center 

     3200 Trenholm Rd, 

     Columbia, SC 29204

For more information contact Michelle Wilcox 

at 5mmw5a@gmail.com

 

Our long-time dancer, Marguerite, is moving to Massachusetts and we had a farewell celebration for her on Aug 10th.  Marguerite 

has been dancing with the Palmetto Scottish Country dance group for about twenty years. She is also an International Folk dance 

instructor and was on the organizing board for Contra Dancing in our area.  She traveled with us to Greenville and Charleston 

Scottish events and other places over the years, so many will recognize her smiling face and bouncy energetic dancing.  We will miss 

one of our 'regular set' but she will continue to spread the joy of dancing in MA.

.

Marguerite

mailto:5mmw5a@gmail.com


Richmond Scottish Country Dancers

For more information about 

class or an event 

please contact:

scdrichmond@gmail.com 

Tuesday nights

    6:00 pm  - 8:00 pm
 

The Dance Space

6004A W. Broad Street, 

            Richmond, VA 23230

http://www.richmondscottishcountrydancers.org/
mailto:scdrichmond@gmail.com


Asheville, NC 

Looking for a new location

Fridays 7:30pm-9pm (may change)

Kate Mathews 

dancingsct@gmail.com 

828-215-8624

Barnwell, SC 

Taking a break from classes 

Charleston, SC 

Studio 149   Mondays 7:00-8:30pm 

Northwoods Community Gym

1st Sundays 2:30pm – 4:00pm 

Irene Stancik & Caroline Freeman

CharleslestonRSCDS@gmail.com 

843-810-7797 

Charlotte, NC 

Providence United Methodist Church 

Thursdays 6pm – 8:30pm 

Andrew Peterkin

abpeterkin@gmail.com

Columbia, SC 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

6pm-8pm Mondays 

Colleen Walker 

5mmw5a@gmail.com 

Durham/Chapel Hill, NC 

Triangle Dance Studio 

7pm-8:30pm Mondays 

Pam Stephens 

dancescottishdurhamnc@gmail.com 

917-763-2418 

Greensboro, NC 

The Guilford Grange 

7:30pm-10pm Tuesdays 

gsoscds@gmail.com

www.gsoscds.org 

Greenville, SC 

St James Episcopal Church 

6:30pm-8:30pm Tuesdays 

Brian Carr 

gvillescd@yahoo.com 

Richmond, VA 

The Dance Space 

6pm-8pm Tuesdays 

Moira Turner 

scdrichmond@gmail.com
www.richmondscottishcountrydancers.org

Carolinas Branch Scottish Country Dance Groups
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Upcoming 

Events 



Printable program

Crib Sheet

https://gsoscds.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/September-2026-Social-Flyer.pdf
https://gsoscds.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/September-2026-Social-Flyer.pdf
https://gsoscds.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/September-2026-Social-Cheat-Sheet.pdf


http://www.gsoscds.org/


https://rscds-atlanta.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Stone-Mountain-Flyer-2026.pdf


https://my.strathspey.org/

dd/list/71464/

Greensboro group invites you!

Link to Program & Cribs

https://gsoscds.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/St.-Andrews-2026-program.pdf
https://gsoscds.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/St.-Andrews-2026-program.pdf
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/71464/
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/71464/
https://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/71464/


Scottish Country Dance-at-a-glance

Please verify all events / dates before traveling

Date Event Location More information

September 12, 2026 Atlanta Branch Monthly Social Cartersville, GA https://rscds-atlanta.org/events

October 16, 2026 The Fall Gala Norcross, GA https://rscds-atlanta.org/stone-mountain

October 17, 2026 The Tartan Ball Norcross, GA https://rscds-atlanta.org/stone-mountain

November 15, 2026 Alanta Branch Monthly Social Athens, GA https://rscds-atlanta.org/events/month/2026-11

November 21, 2026 St. Andrew’s Day Dance Greensboro, NC https://gsoscds.org

December 13, 2026 Alanta Branch Monthly Social Athens, GA https://rscds-atlanta.org/events/month/2026-12

February 13, 2027 Valentine’s Day Tea Dance Chapel Hill, NC dancescottishdurhamnc@gmail.com

February 14-19, 2027 RSCDS Winter School Pitlochry, UK https://rscds.org/events

March 12-13, 2027 Atlanta Spring Workshop Cartersville, Ga https://rscds-atlanta.org/

2026 
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mailto:dancescottishdurhamnc@gmail.com
https://rscds.org/event/winter-school-2027/
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https://rscds-atlanta.org/
https://rscds-atlanta.org/
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